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John Philip Holland was born in Liscannor, Co Clare in 1841.  At age 17 he 

joined the Teaching Order of the Christian Brothers, teaching subjects ranging 

from mathemati

cs to music.  Always having a great interest in the sea, he taught a 

course on Seamanship at the Albert College, the site of today’s Dublin City 

University.

 

 

He emigrated to the United States in 1873 and shortly thereafter started working 

on a design for a

 submersible warship 

-

 a submarine.  His eventually successful 

design was accepted by the US Navy and in 1900 the HOLLAND VI 

-

 later 

renamed the USS HOLLAND 

-

 was commissioned.  

 

 

He died in 1914.  The HOLLAND TUNNEL from Manhattan to New Jersey 

was named 

in his honour.
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